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This course considers causes and consequences of social conflict within a global context.  In examining this broad topic, we will compare and contrast differing interpretations and explanations of conflict in contemporary society, paying close attention to how the explanations or arguments themselves are structured.  There are many different ways that one can approach the question of social conflict.  Here, we will focus on conflict both within nation-states and between nation-states.  We will also explore in depth the significance of culture, power, history, economics, and movement and migration in shaping conflict.  The course is intended to hone your skills in thinking critically, building a cogent and persuasive argument, expressing your ideas in written and spoken form, and learning to collaborate as a member of a team.  Finally, you are expected to gain expertise in at least one particular world area, share your knowledge of that region with the rest of the class, and through the process of comparison, gain a greater understanding of your own society.

Required Class Texts (Available in the Bookstore)

Buy your books at the beginning of the semester.  If you wait, they may either be sold out or returned to the publisher by the bookstore.

· Huntington, Samuel et al.  The Clash of Civilizations:  The Debate
· Nordstrom, Carolyn and JoAnn Martin, eds.  The Paths to Domination, Resistance and Terror

· Duneier, Mitchell.  Sidewalk

· Mahler, Sarah.  American Dreaming
Recommended Class Text (Available in the Bookstore)

· Santiago, Esmeralda.  When I Was Puerto Rican
Expectations, Assignments, and Evaluation
You are bound by the Honor Code, as it is stated in the most recent Univ. Catalogue.  

You are expected to do all the readings and assignments.  Permission to turn in an assignment late or change the date of an exam is granted only for documented illness, computer disasters, and deaths in the family.  All requests for extension must be accepted by the instructor no later than the due date.  Unexcused late assignments will lose 1/3 of a letter grade per day they are late.

Class participation is a critical component of the course and you should be prepared to discuss the reading material and to offer your comments and responses to discussion questions that are handed out.

Assignments (Grading scale:  A (90-100); B(80-89); C(70-79); D( 60-69); F (below 60); the grading scale corresponds to the undergraduate scale in the most current catalogue.)

Class Participation (10%)


Response paragraphs (4) (20%)

Essays (4) (40%)

Class Project (30%)

Response Papers
Everyone is responsible for preparing in writing a response to the reading assignments, which is to be handed in on the dates specified on the syllabus.  I will incorporate questions and comments from your reactions into class lectures and discussion.  You should consider at least two of the following in your reactions:


What is the single most significant point you learned from the readings?


What is the relation of this reading to prior readings?


What questions do these readings provoke in your thinking?


What use are the readings to you?  What do they say to you?

Discussion and Class Participation
All of you will belong to a discussion group.  The role of "reporter" will rotate within your group.  Although you will not necessarily meet with your group every class, when you do, you will be expected to discuss the reading materials as well as answers to/comments about, the questions you have raised in your "reactions" with respect to the readings.  Subsequently, in collaboration with your reporter, you will share your group discussion with the class. One goal of the class is to collaborate in order to be able to understanding the readings as well as examine them critically and constructively.

Essays
You will be expected to hand in four essays, each of which summarizes the major arguments of the book we have been reading, in the context of your own thinking, class discussion, and supplementary articles.  You will receive essay guidelines that are intended as an aid in structuring your essay, but you may also develop your own theme and arguments.  Your essay should be at least five type-written pages, double-spaced.  Make sure you include citations and references.

Class Project
In your class project, you will pick a site of conflict, a "hot spot."  You will then pick one of the arguments for conflict offered by the authors we have been reading in class and apply it to your site.  You will then decide whether or not it is an adequate explanation.  If it is, why is it adequate?  If it is not, why not?  What alternative explanation would you offer?  In the process of completing this project, you are expected to learn as much as possible about the site you have picked.  You will present a summary of your project to the class, field questions from the class, and then hand in your project as a written paper. 

PATHS TO CONFLICT:  GRAND SCHEMES

Week 1 (Aug. 27, 29):  Introduction to Course

Readings:
Huntington, The Clash

Week 2 (Sept. 3, 5)

Readings:
 Huntington, The Clash



Begin The Debate

A PLACE FOR CULTURE AND HISTORY?

Week 3  (Sept. 10, 12)

Readings:
The Debate

RESPONSE PAPER #1 DUE, Sept. 12

Essay guidelines for The Clash…:  The Debate handed out

Week 4 (Sept. 17, 19)

ESSAY ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE, Sept. 19

Readings:  
Nordstrom and Martin, Chapters 1, 2, 3

Week 5 (Sept. 24, 26)

RESPONSE PAPER #2 DUE, Sept. 26

Readings:
Nordstrom and Martin, Chapters 4, 5, 7

Week 6 (Oct. 1, 3)

RESPONSE PAPER #3 DUE, Oct. 3

Essay guidelines for The Paths to Domination… handed out

Readings:  
Nordstrom and Martin, Chapters 12, 13

RACE AND CLASS:  PUBLIC PLACES, SOCIAL SPACES

Week 7 (Oct. 8, 10)

ESSAY ASSIGNMENT #2 DUE, Oct. 10

Readings:
Begin Sidewalk

Week 8 (Oct. 15, 17)

No class Oct. 15

Attend Terry Turner lecture, Oct. 17

Readings:  
Continue Sidewalk
Week 9 (Oct. 22, 24)

No class Oct. 24

Turner assignment due, Oct. 22

Readings:
Continue Sidewalk

Week 10 (Oct. 29, 31)

Readings:
Continue Sidewalk

RESPONSE PAPER #3 DUE, Oct. 31

Essay guidelines for Sidewalk handed out

MOVEMENTS AND MIGRATION

Week 11 (Nov. 5, 7)

ESSAY ASSIGNMENT #3 DUE, Nov. 7

Readings:
Begin American Dreaming

Week 12 (Nov. 12, 14)

Readings:
Continue American Dreaming

Week 13 (Nov. 19, 21)

RESPONSE PAPER #4 DUE, Nov. 21

Essay guidelines for American Dreaming handed out

Readings:
Continue American Dreaming

Week 14 (Nov. 26, 28)

No class Nov. 28

ESSAY ASSIGNMENT #4 DUE, Nov. 26

WORK ON CLASS PROJECTS

Week 15 (Dec. 3, 5)

CLASS PROJECT PRESENTATIONS

FINAL EXAM, Dec. 12 (10:30-1:15)

REMAINING CLASS PROJECT PRESENTATIONS and HAND IN  WRITTEN PAPERS

