Anthropology 302					Prof. Linda J. Seligmann (LSELIGM2)


Tuesdays, 4:30-7:10					Office:  Rob B313/tel. 993-1334


Krug Hall 210		Office Hrs.: T,1:30-4; W, 1-3; & by appt.





PEOPLES AND CULTURES OF LATIN AMERICA





This course is designed to offer you a broad knowledge and appreciation of the diverse cultures of Latin America.  We will explore in depth three regions of Latin America:  the Andean highlands; the Amazonian lowlands; and the isthmus of Panama.  We will examine the ways in which discovery, conquest, colonialism, extractive economies, migration, modernization, development, resistance, and popular movements have taken shape in each of these regions and explore how different groups in Latin America have participated in and responded to these processes according to their existing sociopolitical organization and relationships, and their cultural practices and values.  In addition, the readings, lectures and class discussions are intended to encourage you to consider different paths of inquiry that may be used in seeking to understand the peoples and cultures of Latin America.  A final goal of the course is to reflect on how we are connected to and affected by what happens in Latin America.





To help guide you in taking notes and organizing your thoughts for discussion, I have pulled out a few of some of the more obvious themes.  We will use these as a template for looking for the major points made by the various authors under consideration.





�SEQ 1,_2,_3, \* Arabic \r 1�1�.	INQUIRY (ethnohistory, history, translation, field work and ethnography, archaeology,  journalism, exoticism, videography, museum exhibits, inquisitions, survey data…)


�SEQ 1,_2,_3, \* Arabic \n�2�.	ECONOMY (household, agriculture, extraction, wage labor, land tenure, markets, reciprocity, (re)distribution), global processes…)


�SEQ 1,_2,_3, \* Arabic \n�3�.	COLONIALISM (neo-colonialism, enduring colonialism, “North  vs. South” imperialism, tourism, representation, “drug war” policies, structural violence, poverty, development, dependency, IMF austerity measures....)


�SEQ 1,_2,_3, \* Arabic \n�4�.	COSMOLOGY (spatial relations, language, religiosity, rituals, fiestas, shamanism, spirituality, misfortune, healing, feeding, drinking, dualism, complementarity…)


�SEQ 1,_2,_3, \* Arabic \n�5�.	IDENTITY & INEQUALITY (race, gender, “Indian-ness,” regionalism, class, language, hierarchy ...)


�SEQ 1,_2,_3, \* Arabic \n�6�.	CULTURAL RESISTANCE & STATE-LOCAL RELATIONS (state power, state weakness, local organizations, communalism, literacy, education, militancy, pacifism, synchretism, millenarianism, migration...)


�SEQ 1,_2,_3, \* Arabic \n�7�.	EXPRESSION (textiles, music, dance, poetry, photography, literature, architecture, engineering....)


�SEQ 1,_2,_3, \* Arabic \n�8�.	AMERICANISM (continental separations, continental connections, transnationalism, human rights, Anglo-American/Latin-American/Native American identities and ascriptions)


�
Requirements for the class: 





Three essays and group discussions:  40 % (Each essay is worth 10%; group and class discussion participation is worth 10%).


	Your group discussion will feed directly into writing your essay.  I will hand out guidelines for group discussion of each book and/or film.  Your essay will be based on those guidelines.  In your group discussion, you will be expected to contribute your own insights, queries, and comments, which will then be synthesized by one group member and reported to the class.  Your essays should demonstrate that you have read the class material and have begun to think about it carefully and critically.  Critical thinking requires being able to distinguish points of view of different authors, their arguments, the quality of the evidence on which they base their arguments, and, gradually, being able to work toward developing your own point of view and arguments.     


Mid-Term:  30% 


	This will be a take-home exam, consisting of short essays.


Final  exam :  30%





In determining your final grade, I will take into account your writing skills, grasp of the lectures, readings and films, participation in class and group discussions, and the improvement you show.  





Grading scale:  A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F=below 60





Important dates to remember








Group Discussion		Feb. 11


Essay 1			Feb. 18


Mid-Term			Mar. 18


Group Discussion		Mar. 25


Essay 2			Apr. 1


Group Discussion		Apr. 15


Essay 3			Apr. 22


Final Exam			May 13, 4:30-7:15





Required Readings (available in bookstore)





YOU NEED TO HAVE A GOOD MAP OF LATIN AMERICA





Michael Whiteford and Scott Whiteford, eds. Crossing Currents:  Continuity and Change in Latin America


José María Arguedas, Yawar Fiesta				


Joe Kane, Savages


Susan Place, ed. Tropical Rainforests:  Latin American Nature and Society in Transition


Stephanie C. Kane, The Phantom Gringo Boat





Recommended Reading:  Peter Wade, Race and Ethnicity in Latin America


�



SYLLABUS





NOTE:	READINGS SHOULD BE COMPLETED FOR THE DAY UNDER WHICH THEY ARE LISTED WITH THE EXCEPTION OF WEEK 1. THEREFORE, YOU WILL HAVE TO DO SOME ADDITIONAL READING FOR WEEK 1.





Week 1 (Jan. 21)





Introduction to the course





Readings: 	Whiteford:  Ch. 1 (Intro. to Latin America)


		Whiteford:  Ch. 4 (Roosevelt)





THE AMAZONIAN LOWLANDS: HISTORICAL CONTEXT; GEOGRAPHY





Week 2 (Jan. 28)





AMAZONIAN HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY (CONT'D.); INDIGENOUS PEOPLES





Readings:	Joe Kane, Savages, PART ONE


		Susan Place, ed. Perceptions of the Rainforest, pp. 1-46, esp. Ch. 2, 5, 6








Week 3 (Feb. 4)  LAST DAY TO DROP WITH NO TUITION LIABILITY!





EXTRACTIVE ECONOMIES





Readings:	Joe Kane, Savages, PART TWO 


		Susan Place, ed. Explanations for Deforestation, esp. 8, 11, 12


		Whiteford:  Ch. 34 (Edelman), Ch. 35 (Dore)





	POSSIBLY A FILM:  TRINKETS AND BEADS





Week 4 (Feb. 11)





MOSAICS OF RESISTANCE 





Readings:	Joe Kane, Savages, PART THREE 	


		Susan Place, ed.  Prospects for Development, esp. 18, 19, 22, 23, 25


		Whiteford:  Ch. 40 (Sawyer)





	POSSIBLY A FILM:  THE BURNING SEASON





GROUP DISCUSSION





�
Week 5 (Feb. 18)





ESSAY 1 DUE





THE ANDEAN HIGHLANDS: HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND GEOGRAPHY





Readings:	Arguedas, Yawar Fiesta, The Novel….; Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 


			Refer to glossary in back for foreign terms


		Whiteford:  Ch. 8 (Wolf);  Ch. 9 (Kicza)		


		


Week 6 (Feb. 25)





SOCIAL STRATIFICATION





Readings:	Arguedas, Yawar Fiesta, Chapters 5, 6, 7, 8		


	Whiteford:  Ch. 2 (Stavenhagen); Ch. 19 (Whiteford)


			


Week 7 (Mar. 4)





 CULTURE CLASHES; RITUAL, SYMBOLISM, AND POWER





Readings:	Arguedas, Yawar Fiesta, Chapters  9, 10, 11


		Whiteford:  Ch. 26 (Bastien); Ch. 37 (Healy)		





MID-TERM HANDED OUT





Week  8 (Mar. 11)





SPRING BREAK, NO CLASS!





Readings:	Arguedas, Yawar Fiesta, Puquio:  A Culture in Process of Change 





Week 9 (Mar. 18)





TAKE-HOME MID-TERM DUE





REVOLUTIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND SOCIAL ORDER





POSSIBLY A FILM OR SLIDES





Week 10 (Mar. 25)





REVOLUTIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND SOCIAL ORDER (CONT'D)





Readings:  	Whiteford:  Ch. 29 (Cancian and Brown); Ch. 31 (Stephen), (Ch. 22 (Smith); Ch. 33 (Uzell); Ch. 39 (Nagengast and Kearney)


GROUP DISCUSSION





�
Week 11 (April 1)





ESSAY 2 DUE





THE EMBERÁ OF PANAMA:  IDEOLOGIES OF MODERNIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT





Readings:	Stephanie Kane, The Phantom Gringo Boat, Chapters 1, 2, 3


			Refer to glossary in back for foreign terms





	FILM:  WATUNA





Week 12 (April 8)





CEREMONIALS:  CULTURE, ECOLOGY AND COSMOLOGY





Readings:	Stephanie Kane, The Phantom Gringo Boat, Chapters 4, 5, 6


		Whiteford:  Ch. 12 (Stevens)





	FILM:  THE SPIRIT OF KUNA YALA





Week 13 (April 15)





RITUAL AND POWER IN SOCIAL LIFE:  STATE INTERVENTIONS





Readings:	Stephanie Kane, The Phantom Gringo Boat, Chapters 7, 8, 9





GROUP DISCUSSION





Week 14 (April 22)





ESSAY 3 DUE





ETHNOCIDE, RESURGENCE, ETHNOGENESIS





Readings:	Whiteford:  Ch. 43 (Escobar)





Week 15 (April 29





Catch-Up





FINAL EXAM MAY 13 (TUESDAY):   4:30-7:15
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