	INTRODUCTION TO CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY


Anthropology 114-0005 (Fall 2002)


3-4:15, Robinson A247





Professor Linda J. Seligmann





How to get in touch with me:   	office:  Robinson B313


				office hours:  1-3, TR and by appointment


				telephone:  993-1334


EMAIL:  LSELIGM2@GMU.EDU





This course is an introduction to cultural anthropology--its subject matter, theories, methods, and topical diversity.  It is also intended to encourage you to explore cultural anthropology as a vocation.  We will discuss general approaches that anthropologists have used to examine, understand and appreciate similarities and differences among cultures.  We will also talk about how we might use the tools of cultural anthropology to make better sense of the world in which we live and the problems and ethical dilemmas that human beings everywhere confront—in their work, family lives, political systems, economic condition, and social relationships.  One of the principal aims of cultural anthropology is to obtain a broader knowledge of the human condition.  The course, therefore, should also open a window onto your own cultural behavior and patterns, and their importance in shaping intercultural understanding and conflicts.   





We will use short articles, a textbook, three ethnographies, and films in the class.  The reading materials will be available in the Book Store.   





Required Reading





Elvio Angeloni, ed. Annual Editions:  Readings in Anthropology, 01/02


Garrick Bailey and James Peoples, Essentials of  Cultural Anthropology


Marjorie Shostak, Nisa, The Life and Words of a !Kung Woman


Joseph Tobin et al., Preschool in Three Cultures:  Japan, China, and the United States


Katherine Newman, Falling from Grace:  Downward Mobility in the Age of Affluence





Class Assignments:





Two tests and a final exam. They will be held in class and consist of a combination of multiple choice, short answers and essays.  Your exam essays will be based upon class material and, especially, the books we read.  You will be expected to summarize and discuss key concepts from the books and films.





Class project:  Your class project requires that you prepare a 5 to 8 page essay, describing and analyzing anthropologically a social situation or series of social activities.  You should NOT use library materials.  Instead, I want you to try out your skills applying anthropological principles and using such ethnographic methods as interviewing people and engaging in participant-observation.  I do not expect your project to be exhaustive but rather it should convey to me that you are looking with fresh eyes and in a new fashion at cultural practices that perhaps you have usually taken for granted.  You will receive a handout shortly after class begins so that you can begin thinking about and working on your project.  	





Your writing skills, grasp of the lectures, readings and films, participation in class and group discussions, and the improvement you show will be taken into account in determining your final grade.  





Tests(2)=40%  Final Exam=30%  Class Project:  30%





HONOR CODE:  You are bound by the honor code. If you cheat, plagiarize, lie, or steal, these will be considered as violations of the honor code. Please read the details of the GMU honor code in the most recent GMU catalogue.�
SYLLABUS





Important Dates to Remember





Exam 1			Oct. 4


Exam 2			Oct. 30


Class Project		December 6 (last day of class)


Final Exam:		Thursday, December 13, 10:30-1:15





If you need help or wish to discuss aspects of the course with me, make an appointment with me as soon as possible.  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE NIGHT BEFORE YOUR CLASS PROJECT IS DUE OR THE EXAM TO GET IN TOUCH WITH ME!





Try to complete the readings by the beginning of the week under which they are listed, with the exception of Week 1.  Those readings should be completed by the end of the week.  Therefore, you will have to do a little more reading that first weekend so that you are prepared for Week 2 also.








Week 1 





Aug. 27		Introduction and Course Design





Aug. 29		Fields of Anthropology/What is Cultural Anthropology?


		


Readings:	Bailey and Peoples, Chapter 1


		Angeloni, 3, 4 (Kurin, Lee) 





Week 2 





Sept. 3		FILM:  CANNIBAL TOURS





Sept. 5		Fieldwork, Methods, and Ethics in Anthropology





Readings:	Bailey and Peoples, Chapters 2, 4


		Angeloni, 1, 2 (Chagnon)


		Begin reading Nisa, Intro., Chapter 1, 2, 3, 4, 5





PART  TWO:  MAKING SENSE OF THE HUMAN CONDITION





Week 3 :  


	   


Sept. 10	Language and Culture					





Sept. 12	Language and Culture (cont’d)





Readings:	Bailey and Peoples, Ch. 3


		Angeloni, 6, 12 (Savage-Rumbaugh, Bohannan)


		Nisa, Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9�



Week 4 :   	





Sept. 17	Adaptation:  Environment and Cultures	 





Sept. 19:	FILM:  N!AI:  THE LIFE AND WORDS OF A !KUNG WOMAN





Readings:	Bailey and Peoples, Chapter 5


		Angeloni,  23, 13 (Friedl, Nelson)


		Nisa, Chapter 10, 11, 12


Week 5 :





Sept. 24	Exchange and Economic Systems





Sept. 26	





Readings:	Bailey and Peoples, Chapter 6


		Angeloni, 15 (Counts)


		Nisa, Chapters 13, 14, 15





Week 6 :	





Oct. 1		Discuss NISA in small groups; prepare for exam





Oct. 3		EXAM 1





	


Week 7 :	





Oct. 8		Kinship, Descent, Marriage





Oct. 10		








Readings:	Bailey and Peoples, Chapters 7, 8


		Angeloni, 17 (Goldstein)


		Begin reading Pre-School, Preface, Chapters 1, 2, 3





Week 8:	


		


Oct. 15		HOLIDAY, NO CLASS





Oct. 17		Lecture, Professor Terrence Turner, on the Yanomami and El Dorado





Readings:	Bailey and Peoples, Chapter 9


		Angeloni, 19, 20 (Small, Nanda) *In table of contents, Nanda author is misprinted as DeVita.


		Pre-School, Chapters 4, 5














Week 9:	





Oct. 22		Gender, Kinship, etc. cont'd.





Oct. 24		FILM:  PRE-SCHOOL IN THREE CULTURES





Week 10:	





Oct. 29 		Discuss Pre-School and Prepare for Exam





Oct. 31		EXAM 2


		





Week 11 :	





Nov. 5		Religion and World View





Nov. 7		





Readings:	Bailey and Peoples, Chapter 11


		Angeloni 25, 32 (Sillah, Gmelch)


		Begin reading Falling from Grace, Preface, Chapters 1, 2, 3 





	Optional Reading:  Bailey and Peoples, Chapter 12





Week 12:	





Nov. 12		Religion and World View





Nov. 14		FILM:  THE KAYAPO





Readings:	Bailey and Peoples,  Chapter 10


		Falling from Grace, Chapters 4, 5, 6


		Angeloni, 25, 28 (Sillah, Steinglass)





Week 13:





Nov. 19		Politics and Social Inequality 





Nov. 21		Discuss Falling from Grace





Readings:	Angeloni 16, 35 (Harris, Lappe and Collins)


		Falling from Grace, Chapters 7, 8, 9











		�
Week 14:	





Nov. 26		Globalization and Ethnicity; FILM:  THE KAYAPO:  OUT OF THE FOREST		


Nov. 28:	NO CLASS, THANKSGIVING RECESS





WORK ON YOUR CLASS PROJECT





Readings	Bailey and Peoples, Chapter 13


		Angeloni 36 (Diamond)


	


Week 15:	





Dec. 3:		The Future of Indigenous Peoples





Readings:	Bailey and Peoples, Chapter 14


		Angeloni 14, 37 (Saitoti, Fagan)


		Falling from Grace





Dec. 5		Catch-Up





		YOUR CLASS PROJECTS ARE DUE!!		





Readings:  	Catch-Up


		


	


FINAL EXAM:  TUESDAY, DEC. 17  1:30-4:15


�
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